2. .UNECE Steering Committee on ESD and Youth
Composition
3. The members of the Steering Committee are designated by Governments of the UNECE member States. The Steering Committee includes at least high-level representatives of both sectors, environment and education, from 56 Countries. Its members are responsible for representing the consolidated national position in the work of the Steering Committee. 
Purpose
4. The UNECE Steering Committee constitutes the principal decision-making body for the activities on the Strategy for education for sustainable development in the UNECE region and be responsible for giving guidance and strategic directions to the implementation of the Strategy in Members States. In addition, it reviews the progress of its implementation. In particular the UNECE ESD SC:
(a) Promotes and coordinates the implementation of the Strategy with other international activities, seeking synergies and avoiding overlaps;
(b) Monitors the progress of the implementation of the Strategy; prepare assessments of progress made and propose priorities for actions identify issues and propose corrective measures, where appropriate;
(c) Liaises and cooperates closely with relevant intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations that are active in education, the environment and sustainable development;
(d) Facilitates cross-sectoral coordination and international cooperation of public and private institutions;
(e) Establishes ad hoc working groups, task forces and other bodies as needed to implement the work plan activities of the ESD Strategy and prepares the strategic policy documents on specific fields of Education for Sustainable Development 
(f) Provides guidance on the need for possible new instruments promoting education for sustainable development;
(g) Serves as a forum for the consideration of issues related to education for sustainable development at regional and international level;
(h) Prepares ESD-related inputs for the Commission for Sustainable Development and other relevant processes.
(i) Liaises, as required, with the other United Nations regional commissions for matters related to its competence;
(j) Keeps the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy informed about its activities, unless it is decided otherwise.
Meetings
6. The meetings of the Steering Committee convened by UNECE. Ordinarily are held at the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), unless there is a feasible proposal by a member State to host the meeting. In order to streamline logistics and budgetary requirements, the meetings of the Steering Committee could be organized back to back with the meetings of the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy. The Steering Committee take decisions by consensus and vote on decisions.
Actively engaging Young people in the UNECE ESD REGION
Background
During the 14th meeting of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development held in Geneva on 2 and 3 May a particular focus was given on the importance of engaging youth for the achievement of the SDGs, including through amongst others ESD. As the UNECE ESD Steering Committee is currently reviewing its own mission, objectives and framework for the new post-2019 implementation period, youth has taken a central role in this process.
Why the focus on young people?
There are currently approximately 1.8 billion young people living on earth, the highest number in human history. Whilst the number of young people is not evenly spread across the globe, this demographic population has provided to be both a challenge and an opportunity for governments worldwide. The provision of education, basic health services and an adequate labor market has proven challenging for governments in a world that is faced with challenges related to climate change, political instability and conflict worldwide.
Central to envisioning and shaping a more sustainable future is youth – the generation that must not only cope with the consequences of unsustainable development today, but also bear the brunt of unsustainable development tomorrow. Youth in many emerging countries are now clamoring for a greater say in how their societies are being configured. Youth also make up an important group in consumer societies, and the habits they develop now will have a major impact on future consumption patterns. The young have the potential to propel sustainable development more widely and urgently.
Young people have the potential and motivation to drive the sustainable development movement and young activists and leaders, are both beneficiaries and drivers of this action area. Youth are an important consumer group and the habits they develop now will have a major impact on future consumption patterns.
Youth & ESD in the UNECE Region
In 2006 Ministers of youth and environment in already called for ESD to recognize youth and their impact at diverse levels, this was reiterated by the Bureau of the UNECE Steering Committee for ESD in 2008 with the call for the more direct involvement of youth in the future.
As part of the efforts to realize this, the work plan for the post-2019 implementation framework for the UNECE Strategy for Education for sustainable development aims to empower youth to have a greater say in decision-making processes that directly affect them. This is in line with UNESCO’s Global Action Program for ESD, which aims to empower and mobilize youth leaders worldwide to inspire and mobilize their peers to take action to build more sustainable, just and resilient communities.
At the fourteenth meeting of the UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), a significant portion of time was devoted to discussing the engagement of young people in ESD to achieve the 2030 agenda. The UNECE ESD agreed to establish in the UNECE ESD SC a youth body which will consisted by national youth representatives. 

Objective 
The objective of the ESD youth group is to support and streamline the integration of youth in the post-2019 implementation framework of the UNECE Strategy for ESD planned until 2030. The successful and meaningful involvement of young people in mainstreaming education for Sustainable Development depends on young people driving the implementation and evaluation of ESD at all levels.
The youth will draft recommendations with concrete proposals for the four strands of the draft concept note for the post-2019 implementation framework ‘Education for Sustainable Development Strategic Planning 2030’ that will be further discussed by a youth conference hosted by the Government of Cyprus later in the year.
The overall goal of the engagement of youth is to produce specific strategic targets and work plans for and with youth within the ESD Strategic Planning 2030 to ensure that young people are mobilized, engaged and contribute to all stages and aspects of ESD. The youth group will analyze how & where young people can be included within the 4 strands of the draft concept note for the post-2019 implementation framework ‘education for sustainable development strategic planning 2030.
Outputs
The aims of the working group and subsequent youth forum are to:
·      create a  workplan,  under  the  ECE  Steering  Committee  on Education  for Sustainable Development, with  specific  actions  and  activities  for  youth, education for sustainable development and the Sustainable Development Goals.
·      Define youth engagement within the UNECE Education   for Sustainable Development Strategic Planning 2030 within the 4 strands of the strategy
·      Connect and engage youth from different disciplines working on ESD.
·      To become a knowledge-based platform which creates and exchanges best practices and opportunities for youth and experts on ESD.
·      To create cross-linkages between Young people and key decision-makers in the region.
Composition
The UNECE ESD Youth group is open to all UNECE Member States. It might include senior officials engaged with ESD, representatives of youth organizations and youth councils. The participants are responsible for representing the consolidated position of their constituents at the national level and are expected to compile relevant input from young people in their countries.
In addition to member states, youth organizations active at the regional / international networks and relevant organizations working with youth, such as the the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Council of Europe and other relevant organizations are invited as observers. Regional youth NGOs as well as other major groups with expertise in environment, education and sustainable development may also participate in the work of the Ad-hoc group. Participation of international organizations and major groups should be in accordance with the United Nations rules governing such participation.
